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Universities have met AI 
with policy:

Revised honor codes,
AI use guidelines, 

and detection tools to 
enforce them.
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What has not kept pace is 
due process
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Students are being falsely accused

AI detection tools 
disproportionately misclassify the 
work of non-native English 
speakers and neurodivergent 
writers 
[1] Weixin Liang, et al. GPT detectors are biased against non-native English writers. Patterns (2023).
[2] Debora Weber-Wulff, et al. Testing of detection tools for AI-generated text. International Journal for 
Educational Integrity (2023).
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And while these tools boast high accuracy…
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A small number of false accusations is large at scale.

Thousands of 
careers at 

stake.
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The education 
system risks 

its own 
legitimacy.
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A small number of false accusations is large at scale.

Thousands of 
careers at 

stake.

The education 
system risks 

its own 
legitimacy.

The governing body is 
falsely convicting people; 
it has no right to rule.
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“It is better that ten guilty persons 
escape than one innocent suffer.”

– Blackstone’s Ratio 

To maintain legitimacy, the US 
government offers 

due process guarantees 
to protect the innocent:
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Public universities 
must guarantee 

due process 
protections under 

the 14th Amendment, 
because they operate 

as state entities.

In the university context…
Private universities 
are legally bound by 

their own 
procedures. 

Conclusion1. Features 2. Domains 3. Research 4. LLMLegal Premise + ACAI



We ask, in the face of recent AI 
developments, how can we measure 

the state of due process protections in 
US universities?
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We ask, in the face of recent AI 
developments, how can we measure 

the state of due process protections in 
US universities?

ACAI: 
The Academic AI Capacity Index
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ACAI: 
The Academic AI Capacity Index

A. Policy Clarity B. Faculty Support

C. Feedback Mechanisms D. Detection Tools

Can affected parties identify the rules?
Ex: The university defines “AI use” or “AI 
assistance”

Do faculty have the institutional support to 
apply them consistently? 
Ex: “AI Use” syllabus statement 
examples are provided

Are there structured mechanisms for 
participation and revision? 
Ex: A student committee for feedback 
exists

And are the uses of AI detection technology 
governed by safeguards against error and 
abuse?
Ex: Student misconduct determinations 
require human review

* see the paper for the full scorecard!
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Example w/ University A
A. 

Policy 
Clarity

B. 
Faculty 
Support

C. 
Feedback 

Mechanisms

D. Detection 
Tools

A1. ✅
A2. ✅

B1. ✅
B2. ✅
B3. ❌
B4. ✅

C1. ✅ 
C2. ✅
C3. ✅ 

D1. ✅ 
D2. ✅

95
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Example w/ University B
A. 

Policy 
Clarity

B. 
Faculty 
Support

D. Detection 
Tools

A1. ❌
A2. ❌

B1. ❌
B2. ❌
B3. ❌
B4. ❌

C1. ❌ 
C2. ❌
C3. ❌ 

D1. ✅
D2. ❌

13

C. 
Feedback 

Mechanisms
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Example w/ University C
A. 

Policy 
Clarity

B. 
Faculty 
Support

D. Detection 
Tools

A1. ✅
A2. ❌

B1. ❌
B2. ✅
B3. ❌
B4. ❌

C1. ✅
C2. ✅
C3. ❌

D1. ✅
D2. ❌ 58

C. 
Feedback 

Mechanisms

* see the paper for 
robustness checks!
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ACAI-US79
region

Type

Size

We select 79 universities for our study
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We compute their ACAI scores
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How do these features impact
 due process protections?

region

Type

Size
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ACAI Scores by Type

1. Features
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1. Features



Which governance domains have 
stronger/weaker

 due process protections?
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by Type by Research Activity

by Region by Size

2. Domains



How does AI research output 
correlate with

 due process protections?
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We approximate research 
output via CSRankings

Legal Premise + ACAI Conclusion1. Features 2. Domains 4. LLM3. Research



CSRankings = 
AI Research 

Output

ACAI = 
AI Governance 

Capacity
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We ask – do they correlate?
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AI governance capacity is weakly 
correlated with AI research output
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Can an LLM replicate our audit?

gpt-5.2 
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Remember this process?
A. 

Policy 
Clarity

B. 
Faculty 
Support

D. Detection 
Tools

A1. 
A2. 

B1. 
B2.
B3. 
B4. 

C1. 
C2. 
C3. 

D1. 
D2. 

[0,100]

C. 
Feedback 

Mechanisms
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We swap in an LLM
A. 

Policy 
Clarity

B. 
Faculty 
Support

D. Detection 
Tools

A1. 
A2. 

B1. 
B2.
B3. 
B4. 

C1. 
C2. 
C3. 

D1. 
D2. 

[0,100]

C. 
Feedback 

Mechanisms
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We swap in an LLM
A. 
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B. 
Faculty 
Support

D. Detection 
Tools

A1. 
A2. 

B1. 
B2.
B3. 
B4. 

C1. 
C2. 
C3. 

D1. 
D2. 

[0,100]
gpt-5.2 

C. 
Feedback 

Mechanisms
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LLMs only partially reproduce human 
governance judgements.

Maximum rank for a 
single university is 

~72
positions

Top quartile was 
misranked by

≥24
positions

So can LLMs be used for governance audits? Not yet.
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Three steps universities can take now

1 2 3
Establish a 

centralized AI 
policy hub

Decide on clear 
procedures for 
AI detection 

tools

Formalize 
policy 

feedback 
mechanisms

Legal Premise + ACAI Conclusion1. Features 2. Domains 3. Research 4. LLM



acai-us79.org
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acai-us79.org
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For all the details, 
check out the paper!

mariateleki@tamu.edu

I’ll be on the 
faculty job 

market this Fall!
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